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GRPS Elementary School | Design Concept

THE NEW GRPS ELEMENTARY STRIVES TO PROVIDE A SPACE FOR STUDENTS TO DIVE INTO 
LEARN, ABSORB AND BE A COMMUNITY BEFORE THEY TAKE OFF INTO THE WORLD



Organic forms and colors shape the interior design of GRPS Elementary 
inspiring students to rise, explore, and reach new heights. The goal is to 
create an environment where students are empowered to chart their own 
paths, overcome challenges, and grow both academically and personally.
The school’s mascot is reflected throughout the interior with subtle nods to 
the theme of “taking flight”. Much like a murmuration of birds, where each 
bird contributes to a larger, harmonious movement, students at Aberdeen 
Elementary will thrive in an environment of collaboration and shared 
growth. 
The design features warm, light woods that foster a sense of stability and 
connection to the natural world, balanced by vibrant colors that inspire 
creativity and energy. These elements create an inviting atmosphere that 
promotes focus, enthusiasm, and inspiration. Overhead, lighting and 
acoustic solutions make learning environments comfortable and engaging, 
while reducing distractions. Collaborative spaces are designed to encourage 
open communication, teamwork, and flexible learning, allowing students to 
work together and grow in a supportive community. 
The uplifting and engaging interior of Aberdeen Academy marks it as a 
place where students are given the tools, guidance, and community support 
they need to spread their wings and soar to their fullest potential—in the 
classroom and beyond.

Reaching New Heights

GRPS Elementary School | Design Concept

TAKING FLIGHT



GRPS Elementary School | Site Plan (Neighborhood Context)
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GRPS Elementary School | Site Plan 
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GRPS Elementary School | First Level Floor Plan

CLASSROOMS

SPECIAL EDUCATION

MEDIA CENTER / FLEX

CIRCULATION

ADMINISTRATION

SPECIALS

CAFETERIA / BREAK-OUT

SUPPORT

BRIDGE
TO 

DROP-OFF



21x48

PRE-K

KINDERGARTEN KINDERGARTEN KINDERGARTEN

PRE-K SPEECH -
KINDERGARTEN

STAIR A

GYMNASIUM

RECESSED
STAGE ELEVATOR

1ST GRADE

1ST GRADE

FLEX \ MIX
USE SPACE

1ST GRADE

MEDIA
CENTER

SPECIAL
EDUCATION

2ND GRADE

2ND GRADE

2ND GRADE

STAIR B

GIRLS
RESTROOM

BOYS
RESTROOM

MUSIC

GYM
STORAGE

INSTRUMENT
STORAGE

VESTIBULE

CAFETERIA

SERVING

FOOD
SERVICE\KITCHEN

MECHANICAL

ELECTRICAL

RECEIVING

ART

STUDENT
RESTROOM

STUDENT
RESTROOM

STUDENT
RESTROOM

STUDENT
RESTROOM

STUDENT
RESTROOM

STUDENT
RESTROOM

GYM OFFICE

COMMONS
STORAGE

BOOK
STORAGE

MEDIA
OFFICE/WORK

ROOM

STAFF TOILET

STUDENT
RESTROOM

GARDEN
ROOM

KILN

STORAGE

LAUNDRY/
CUSTODIAL

STUDENT
RESTROOM

BREAKOUT

MDF

LRC
BREAKOUT

RESOURCE

STUDENT
RESTROOM

STUDENT
RESTROOM

OFFICE

STAFF TOILET STUDENT
RESTROOM

MECH

KEY PLAN

A B

DATE:
SCALE:

THE REPRODUCTION, COPYING OR OTHER 
USE OF THIS DRAWING WITHOUT WRITTEN 
CONSENT IS PROHIBITED.
© 2025 WIGHTMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC.

JOB No.

REVISIONS

PROJECT NAME:

www.gowightman.com

2303 PIPESTONE RD.

269.927.0100
BENTON HARBOR, MI. 49022

C

3/32" = 1'-0"

Autodesk Docs://GRPS Aberdeen Elementary/241108 GRPS -
NewAberdeenES.rvt

4/14/2025 9:13:46 AM

OVERALL LEVEL 01
FLOOR PLAN

SD002

APRIL 1, 2025

928 ABERDEEN STREET NE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49505

GRAND RAPIDS
PUBLIC SCHOOL

GRPS NEW
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

241108

GRAND RAPIDS, MI

N

SCALE: 3/32" = 1'-0"
OVERALL LEVEL 01 FLOOR PLAN

PRELIMINARY -
NOT FOR
CONSTRUCTION

GRPS Elementary School | Lower Level Floor Plan
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GRPS Elementary School | Exterior Perspectives (Main Entrance)



GRPS Elementary School | Exterior Perspectives (North Classroom Wing)



GRPS Elementary School | Exterior Perspectives (Young Scholar Playground & Gymnasium)



GRPS Elementary School | Exterior Perspectives (Cafeteria & Outdoor Learning)



GRPS Elementary School | Exterior Perspectives (East Classroom Wing)



GRPS Elementary School | Exterior Perspectives (From Diamond Ave.)



GRPS Elementary School | Additional Exterior Palettes (Cool Palette)



GRPS Elementary School | Additional Exterior Palettes (Cool Palette)



GRPS Elementary School | Additional Exterior Palettes (Warm Palette)



GRPS Elementary School | Additional Exterior Palettes (Warm Palette)



GRPS Elementary School | Shroud Palette Vote

Option 1: Red Hawk Palette

Option 3: Cool Palette

Option 2: Warm Palette



GRPS Elementary School | Media Center (View Looking North)



GRPS Elementary School | Media Center (View Looking South)



GRPS Elementary School | Dedication Wall



GRPS Elementary School | Dedication Wall
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